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+ e story of motor car trade in Hungary
l
The story of Hungarian motoring sits at the intersection of several subjects, including industrial history, social history,
sports history, history of technology and so on. And naturally there's the history of trade as well.
According to the latest research both the first car and motorcycle arrived to Hungary in 1896. The first automobile show
was held in 1901. Motor car trade in Hungary has a 115-year long story. You can say that the title is slightly misleading,
because Dream Carwasa 1934 movie, while Merkur existed until 1990. However these serve as the perfect cornerstones. |
The story of motor car trade has alot of interesting angles, but there were hardly any attempts at uncovering the past of this
profession. We sincerely hope that this exhibition may start this process. We would like to show where this profession is
coming from. During the last few decades hundreds, maybe thousands of people worked in this sector. Before the 2nd
World War there were several companies with a long, 30-40 year long history. We don't know these companies any more.
The story of motor car trade after the 2nd World War and that of Merkur, the state-owned automobile distribution body,
which worked between 1964-1989 are fading away. We put together text panels, displays, objects, contemporary news

reels, scale models,a Trabant and a fuel pump to make this story compelling.
We'llbe happy to hear your comments and stories as well.

PalNégyesiNégyesi
Curator
E-mail: pnegyesil973@gmail.com
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The beginni deinH

| " e eginnings of motor car trade In Hungary
“In the old days, Hungarian motor car trade was a
dream! Exceptional talent was required as those
who wanted to buy cars had to trust the dealers. The
motoring industry was in its infancy in the 1890s
and the dealer had to be really up-to-date on the
latest models... When count Imre Kirolyi and count
Béla Rezso Zichy bought their first cars, they
became trendsetters and within months it was fancy

to own a car — which would go as fast as a galopping
horse” recalled Jozsef Bardi, one of the first dealers

inan interview inthe 1930s.
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Local outlet of Spitz Arnold, an Austrian dealer in 1905

The first car, a Benz probably arrived to Hungary during Fall, 1896.
There's not much known about it. The 2nd one, another Benz was
bought by Jozsef Torley, a renowned champagne producer. This car
was tested by engineers at the local city council who said that the

driver needstohave alicence, notthe car.

In 1900 the Hungarian Automobile Club was set up. There were just
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; Henrik Léw and his Daimler, in arotnd M‘—"“\\
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Between 16-23 J@ne, 1901 the first Hudapest

International Motar Show was held. This is where the | '_:’ﬁ'ﬂ_"_ —_— — _ﬁﬁalh h.
first Hungarian car'dealers appeared. Among them 'L == = 8 | g '
was 22-year-old Ignic Herskovits, sales manager of I ? i
Automobule Union de Paris which represented "
French brands. Béla Fényi, director of the local ! 1%
_ .ln.lbildiirj" of the Schember scale cumpmy . f ‘ . :
“ uted Pﬂg&nt bicycles, tricycles and cars. B
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Lohner- Pnrsche hybrid among other vehicles. !
It soon became apparent, that the few potential | I
' buyers favoured Vienna and not Budapest, which gogie Sy i i i e :
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Karo

Kiroly Csermely (1884-1976) was a pioneer

Hungarian aviator, who spent most of his life close
to motorized vehicles, especially cars. In his
autobiography which surfaced recently he talks
abouthis youth:

»1n 1900 a new showroom was opened in
Budapest, called Auto Union de Paris. This
represented various French brands and looked for
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an apprentice during Spring, 1901. I applied for

this position, because these machines mesmerized
me. The owner of the shop was called Fournier.
His assistant was a 21-year-old Hungarian, Ignac

Herskovits who spent a few years in Paris learning
his craft. Within a few months I was able to drive
the car. Together with a collegaue we went to

(rodallo driving a small voiturette, called La
Mouche. Our trip went smoothly, so we sent a

telegram to Budapest which was proudly

displayed in the store window, There were a lot of
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newspaper reports on our trips, however most of

; these were tongue-in-cheek. (In 1902) Fournier H;..',"J,ﬁ-

left the company and claimed that Hungary needs
- another 10 years to accomodate automobiles. Karoly C oly

My next job was at the the Elsé H.aza;_ﬂﬂtnml:n
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president was Ferenc
American Oldsmobjfe cars. They had a fleet of 20
such cars to be
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ed by their agents... I was | T Tm—— ™

responsible for keeping these cars in shape. The— : :
company organised its national dealer network. L MAGYAH AUTOMOBIL GAHAGE ' '
Ruralcompanies sent their mechanics to Budapest : teierny PUDAPEST, VI, ARENA-UT 50. ===== : \
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The Hungarian Automobile Club organized the 2nd
Budapest International Automobile Show between 7 and 21

May, 1905. There were 69 exhibitors, half of them
Hungarians, including automobile manufacturers, car and

motorcycle traders and sellers of equipments and
accessories. Several foreign manufacturers had their own
stands aswell.

There were around 10 cars sold during this event. But
hosting a standalone exhibition proved to be too costly for
the Hungarian Automobile Club. Car shows were organized
in 1906 and 1908, but thenthere wasa 17-year gap.
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Laurin&Klement opened its Hungarian subsidiary in 1908 at Vaci str
B1 in Budapest

In 1910 Hungary became a member ofthe international automobile
transportation association. Until then registration was compulsory
onlyin Budapest, but from this moment a national register was set |
up. This provided a better background for aspiring dealers, At that
time there were only 937 passenger cars and 110 trucks registered
on the territory of Hungary. Though magazines talked about
stagnation and economic woes with many ,businesses going
bankrupt”, but this did not prevent the emergence of new

companies and several banks also set up subsidiaries specialising in

The Renault duiii'mhlp was opened in the heart of
Budapest in 1915 and stayed there for more than 30

years

Il'tvﬁlnpmml was assisted by the Ministry of DME" i
Whhm ﬂl: Amtru Hungarlan Monarchy the Austrian

subsidised the deal. The same program was applied in 1910,

Itisno wonder that demand for such trucks erupted. By 1915

| the Hungarian car parc consisted of 2877 passenger carsand

. 316 trucks. Most of these vehicles were destroyed during the
War.

Angyalféld became a favourite spot for Budapest-based

dealers before the 1st World War
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?F Notor car trade n Budapest, 920-1929

Atthe end of the 1st World War, a couple months before the

armistice an important event marked a new beginning for

Hungarian motor cartrade. In March, 1918 the Association

of Hungarian Automobile Dealers was established as part

ofthe Hungarian Trade Association. Its first president was

Gyula Reiman, who previously helped setting up the Royal
l Hungarian Automobile Club.
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The last showroom of i Automobil Rt. at Mizeum ring in 1924

With the development of trade new methods appeared,
including guarantce and leasing. Leasing originates from
ﬂu U'qitul Shhu uf‘ﬁmenca The buyer had to pay a
~ depos n:nnl and ﬂu:n pay the rest in
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in Hungary
maotorcycles in 1928 and then decreased to 2,576 cars and
2,440 motorcyclesin 1929,
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Motor Automobille Rt existed between 1923-1925 at Eski
square. It ended on a very bad note as the owners
committed fraud

At the beginnings of the 19205 as Hungary managed to stabilize its
economy motor car trade roared to new life and reached new
heights. The Hungarian government clinched newtrade deals with a

lot of conntries, which enabled imports from America and France,
UK with low duties. Motor car trade became a trendy profession,

Mybrotherwas way ahead of mewhenit came to cycling and cars ...

A few of his friends set up a car dealership in Dorottya street; they
sold previously unknown French brands without too much
succcess. Their business went bankruptsoon... My brother together
ith his frends went to Paris and brought chassis home. These had
hﬂa}n&iics but they were driving home in rain ﬂnn&; rggg&ed Pl

Granasztéi, a Hungarian architect in his mem

Chevrolet showroom in downtown Budapest, 1927
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In the mid-1920s the first bigger dealerships appeared in
rural cities. Ford appointed dealers in Gyor, Békéscsaba
and Makad. In 1927 Nemzetkozi Geépkereskedelmi Rt,
which was a subsidiary of the British-Hungarian Bank
opened a few sales outlets outside Budapest, where Ford

carswere sold. Later the company switched to the brands of
' General Motors. Additionally dealers of technical goods,

like Vilmos Freund in Miskolc, Jeno Mestrits in Pécs and
Jozsef Hamerli in Szombathely added cars and
motorcycles to their portfolio. In 1926 the Eszak-

magyarorszagi Automobil Club organized an automobile
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show in Miskolc. Other country fairs also featured cars and |
motorcycles. S SN S TR : R ———

Hahn Arthur és Fial, which sold Ford cars in Budapest between 1910 and
1950 opened its Székesfohérvar branch in 1927

Despite these developments cars and motorcycles were still in the
possession of a privileged few: according to a statistics from 31
December, 1928 therewere 11,480 cars registeredin Hungaryand
over 60 percent of those were used in Budapest. The sitnation was
similar in the case oftrucks and motoreycles.
But it can be said that 1926-1929 was the first heyday of motor car
trade.In 1928 there were close to 50 American brandsrepresented
in Hungary along with the best-known French, German, Italian,
Austrian and Czech brands. Motorcycles were mostly of British
\nrigin.
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Automobil és Traktor Kereskedelmi Rt., was one of the biggest
Ford dealers in Hungary which held demonstration pw

mm tractors. Naturally, Ford cars also

at these events

With the 1929 Depression, the motor car trade collapsed

in Hungary. Newspaper articles covered the financial
! mishaps of several dealers, who escaped from the law to
- South America or who were caught.

A Mercedes dealership in Szombathely, mid-19230s
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Due to the 1929 Great Depression the Hungarian new car
market collapsed and most of the dealers went bankrupt.
Though an automobile show was held in 1931, but the
marketonlyrecovered in the mid-1930s,

In 1935 new car sales amounted to 1,719 units, two year
later it grew to 3,520 units and the Hungarian car fleet
consisted of around 19,000 vehicles. In the 1930s the Fiat
Balilla, Opel P4, DKW and Ford became the local
bestsellers. Recovery of the motorcycle market was slower.
In 1933 only 200 units were sold and the 1000 unitlevel was

Mihaly Majlath di buted DKW and EH‘H‘ cars from his
showroom in Lehel tér '

As Hungary increasingly gravitated towards Germany
Jewish dealers had to give up their businesses. This
situation attracted the attention of car magazines, but due
veship ﬂurr were hardly any critical articles
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i w:ﬁtﬁ# reginning of the 2nd World War some
j"“cl;:a ers had a field da S e
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motoring in Gyor. Its subsidiary, Gyoéri Altalinos
Kozlekedési Rt. managed local buslines. The building was
| destroyed during the 2nd World War |
The retiring German army confiscated vehicles,
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'+ machinery, everything. According to a report, Ferenc
. Wiesengrund, a well-known sportsman saw his beloved
| _Alfa Romeo sports car in December, 1944 when the
German army “droveit towards Vic”.. _

e i

Motor car trade, 1929-1939
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Star Garage, which was the heart of motoring in Gyér. Its subsidiary,
Gydrl Altaldnos Kézlekedésl Rt. managed local bus lines. The building
was destroyed during the 2Znd World War
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Laszlé Racz, the husband of renowned actress, Hanna Honthy
opened his Afa Romeo showroom in the mid-1930s. It was
located in Liszt Ferenc tér, downtown Budapest
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(ar Shows (900-1945

Concours d'Elegance was one of the most spectacular

events before the 2nd World War, Originating in France and
then spreading around the world, it featured the most
exquisite coachbuilt cars and the latest trends in fashion. A
couple of journalists transplanted the idea to Hungary.
Gyorgy Siro and Tibor Bartok, editors of the monthly
Urvezetd (Chauffeur) magazine who reported on foreign

B W N L —

Concours d'Elegance events, hosted the first such event in
Budapestin 1928 at Margitsziget. During the next ten years,

§

nince such events occured in Budapest, with international

"

entries. Additionally there were Concours d'Elegance

events outside the capitol in Miskole, Siofok and

Székesfehérvar, These focused more on local cars and

The Budapest Concours d'Elegance was described as a showcase of the
most beautiful ,girls and cars from Pest”

motorcycles. All of these shows were visited by famous
actors and actresses, opera singers and the aristocrats as

well.

The Concours d'Elegance provided the perfect opportunity
for dealers, who were able to show their latest models at a
very elegant setting. Additionally they were able to support
local coachbuilders - back then most of the cars had
individual, hand-made bodies. Many carriage builders
switched to motorized vehicles in the 1920s both in
Budapest and in rural cities. Also, several specialist
companies emerged, which focused on coachbuilding.

How coachbullders and car dealers cooperated: the
stand ni'lﬁ__ﬁlrilr Automobil Rt at the 1925 Budapest
‘Autoshow. The Bulck has a text panel telling the
' Virtues of its body, which was made by Gyula
f P . ! Schillinger i

—

Lajos Zupka jr., director of the Zupka coachbuilding
. company with his wife at the 1935 Concours
d’Elegance next to their award-winning Mercedes
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Shows 1943-1989

In Hungary there were hardly any standalone car shows between 1901-1939. Dealers used any opportunities they could to
promote their vehicles. Carsand motorcycles appeared at country fairs, industrial fairsand atlivestock sales as well!

After the war, the Budapest Nemzetkizi Visir ( Budapest International Fair) which was hosted twice a year became the only
opportunity for car fans to look at the latest models. Just as in other COMECON countries, this fair was used by ,Western” car
manufacturers to show their models. Mercedes, Ford, Simca, Opel, Volkswagen, NSU and others appeared regularly.
According to contemporary accounts, most ofthe exhibited cars remained in Hungary and were bought by priviliged customers

with good connections.




Advertising truchs

Ower the last 125 years cars and trucks were the
perfect tools for promotional purposes.
Companies using trucks utilized them as mobile
signboards
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A s:r:lpy'lﬂl in 1945 The Fiat-distributoer became a llll"ﬂ" state-owned MI:IEI]HT in 1948

The first half of 1945 was mostly about fighting between the retreating Germian army and the Red Army, and then
surveying the damage. Though the political situation was normalised in M;u_r and a new government was setup, it was
not easy to legalise vehicles again. On the 5th of May, the Minister rﬁpnnsihle for Trade inﬂ' Tr:uihpurl:atinu
received the necessary permissions to reorganise the Hungarian car parg. In January, 1946 a new co tl:ce called
the National Camimittee for Vehicle Matters and Road Police was séttip which provided :I.lI‘llEi!E iml l’gtﬂ: part in
driver education. At the same time the Minister announced 23 new vehicle districts and a manﬂntury test for all
vehicles. New number plates and paperswere given to all road vehicles.

As the sitnation returned to normal, pre-war traders reappeared and tried to resume business. Méray
Motorkerékpargyir relaunched its transportation business and talked to British car makers on obtaining
distribution rights. The Reiman company started importing Renault cars again. The local Fiat distributor became

active aswell.

There were a lot of dealers who sold barely
legal cars and parts built from wvehicles
destroyed during the war. The state also
appeared as a stakeholder and started
importing Skodacars.

Back in 1938 there were 19,000 passenger
cars and 3,8000 trucks registered in
Hungary. On 31 January, 1947 the
Hungarian car parc amounted to 7,200
passenger cars and 7,500 trucks.

-, .
" , ....-?"-' ' In 1946 the American government provided a loan of USD 15 million so
. . Ly ~ the Hungarian state was able to procure ex-military vehicles from the
* '-; Yol i American army. This provided a lifeline for many repalirshops in the
- next few years
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The 1950

In April, 1947 a new rule restricted the sale of
| new cars; in October a new committee was set

up which mandated distribution of fuel - this
was the beginning of a ticket system. On 20
April, 1948 a new number plate system was
introduced with two letters and three digits and
the Kossuth-crest.

MOGURT aka Magyar Orszagos Gépkocsi
Uzem Rt, which was originallysetup in 1945 by
the Cordatic tire company, adealer association

and transportation companies to supervise and

manage the activities related to rebuilt wrecks
was transformed to become a state-owned body
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overseeing the motor car trade. In Spring, 1949

— — . restrictionswere lifted on new car sales and the
still from Budapest, early 1950s. Most of the cars were made before ticket-system was withdrawn.
the 2nd World War -
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A couple months later the Kossuh-crest was replaced on all cars with the n&wymhul of the Hungar?ggeuél{s Republic.
Paralelly dealer companies were nationalized. Thiswas the ead of priﬁl{&_l‘rﬂlﬂtin Hll.nm - J :; : o

In the 19505 only'a couple hundred new cars.arrived each year to Hungary, which were distributed almost exclusively
among government bodies. In addition to Skoda, Tatraplan, ZIM and ZIS cars, party leaders favoured Chevrolet and
Mercedes cars. : : 1L

While MOGURT imported the cars, distribution was handled by Auté és Alkatrészkereskedelmi Vallalat
p ,

Hg'tur;:}cles did not face such drastic measures. In
addition to Hungarian-made Csepel, Danuvia and
Pannonia motorcycles, pre-war BMW, Ziindapp and
other motorcycles wererepaired and putinto use,

Bl

From the early 1960s Csepel Kerékpar és Motorkerekpar
Nagykereskedelml Vallalat supervised the distrubtion of

new cars but it was only lllnq:nr-y solution
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From the late 1950s Auté és Alkatrészkereskedelmi Vallalat
= 3 J: aka Autoker catered for parts only
o a5

-




From 1959 restrictions on buying new cars were
lifted. Customers were able to pre-order new cars
~— however demand far outstripped imports so
there was a 3-4-year waiting period. Beginning
from 1962 more and more Skoda, Trabant and
Wartburg cars arrived to Hungary. It was clear
that only a new organisation will be able to cope
with the required processes. In January, 1964
Merkur Passenger Car Distribution Company
commenced its activities. For the next 25 years
this was the main car distributor in the country. At
the end of the 1960s the Hungarian vehicle fleet
consisted of 30,000 passenger cars, 5,000 buses,
250,000 motorcycles and 67,000 trucks. Private
persons could only impert cars with special
permissions, There were only a few exceptions,
including diplomats and those who had relatives
abroad, who could help them obtaining a Renault,
a Ford or something similar. Even Merkur
received a few batches of Western cars, mostly
through barter deals: in 1969 a few British Ford
cars arrived and thi"l'{ung:lria,n government paid
with re&igeratnr& Merkur only stored, handled
and distributed the cars and it was the wholesale
retailer of parts and qulipme;ﬁl. Import activities

“

i

ary
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Motor car trade, 1960-1989

A few lucky people got Iﬂlﬁil' thanks to a lottery scheme based

T il

" ©Ond March, 1975 the 100,000th Lada was handed over

on car saving deposit books

r

The Csepel headquarters of Merkur at the end of the 1370s.
Most of the cars are Trabants, but you can spot a lot of other
brands, including a few Volkswagen Beetles

By 1985 almost 1,5 million cars, 25,000 buses and
200,00 trucks were in use. But supply still couldn’t cope
with demand. ,Demand for passenger cars have
increased due to higher living standards and savings by
the public — however it is impossible to fullfil it from
COMECON countries” stated a 1986 report. It was only
after 1989, the fall of the Iron Curtain that a solution to
this problem was possible in a new political and

economical climate.
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GAZ M21 Volga

Production: 1956-1971
Place of production: Gorky (Nizhny
Novgorod), Soviet Union
Length x width x height: 4830 x 1800 x

GAZ M20 Pobjeda

Production: 1946-1958
Place of production: Gorky (Nizhny

Novgorod), Soviet Union

1620 mm :
Length x width x height: 4665 x 1695 x Engine: 2432 c¢, four-cylinder, fou
1640 mm atraks e
Engine: 2112 cc, ll_ll.lr-l:ylln:lnr, four- Body: Sedan T
stroke

Total production: 638,875

Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1973: 8,515

Body: Hatchback
Total production: 235,999
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1973: 708

Skoda 440/0ctavia

Production: 1955-1971
Place of production: Mlada Boleslav,
Czechoslovakia
Length x width x height: 4065 x 1600 x
1430 mm
Motor: 1221 cc, four-cylinder, four-
Body: Limousine, Kombi
Tetal product q_nt:iﬁﬂ,'l?1

b Nussber of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1973: 10,094

Trabant 601

Production: 1963-1990

Place of production: Zwickau; GDR
Length x width x height: 3555 x 1504 x

Skoda 1000 MB
Production: 1964-1969

Place of production: Mlada Boleslav, 1437 mm
Czechoslovakia Engine: 595 cc, two-cylinder, two-
Length x width x height: 4170 x 1620 x stroke
1390 mm

Body: Limousine, Kombi, Kibelwagen
Total production: 2,818,547
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1980: 186,225

Motor: 988 cc (later 1107 cc), four-
cylinder, four-stroke
Body: Limousine, Coupe
- Total production: 443,141
 Number of cars in Hungary, 31

-t
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Moskwitch 412

Production: 1976-1988
Place of production: Moscow, Soviet
Union
Length x width x height: 4250 x 1550 x
1480 mm
Engine: 1358 cc, four-cylinder, four-
stroke
Body: Limousine, Kombi; Furgon
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1980: 13,467




Wartburg 353

Production: 1966-1989
Place of production: Eisenach, _Eﬂl

Dacia 1300/1310

Production: 1969-2004
Place of production: Mioveni, Romania

1495 mm
Length x width x height: 4340 x 1640 x Engine: 995 cm2, three-cylinder, four-
1‘“"““ stroke
Engine: 1289 cc, four-cylinder, four- Body: Limousine, Kombi
stroke ;

Total prouction: 1,225,429
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1980: 123,923

Body: Limousine, Kombi, Kupe, pick-up
Total prouction: 1,959,730
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1984: 52,537
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Length x width x height: 4220 x 1642 x

Skoda 100
Production: 1969-1980
Place of production: Mlada Boleslav,
Czechoslovakia
Length x width x height: 4155 x 1620 x
1380
Engine: 1107 cc, four-cylinder, four-
l‘lrnﬁi
Body: Limousine, Kupe
_ Total prouction: 1,136,610
' 'Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1980: 71,000

Lada Samara 2108
Production: 1984-1999

Lada 2107 Place of production: Togliatti, Soviet
Production: 1982-2012 Union/Russia
Place of production: Togliatti, Soviet Length x width x height: 4006 x 1620 x
Union/Russia 1400 mm
Length x width x height: 4145 x 1611 x Engine: 1289 cc, four-cylinder, four-
1440 mm stroke
Engine: 1458 cc, four-cylinder, four- Body: Hatchback
stroke Total prouction: 881,824
Body: Limousine
- Total prouction: 1,534,372
N : 1;:_
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Fiat 126p

Production: 1973-2000
Place of production: Bielsko-Biala and
Tychy, Poland
Length x width x height: 3054 x 1378 x
1302 mm
Engine: 594 (652) cc, two-cylinder,
four-stroke
Body: Hatchback
Total prouction: 3,318,674
Number of cars in Hungary, 31
December, 1984: 85,397 (Polski-Fiat
cumulated)




New Wways

Though Merkurhad afew ,Western” carsinitslinenp and there were certain methods which allowed a few people to possessa

Volkswagen, a Fiat or any other non-COMECON cars, but the majority of the Hungarian car parc consisted of Trabant,
Wartburg, Lada and Dacia cars. An official Volkswagen repairworkshop was opened at the end 0f 1960s, and in the mid-1970s
a BMW showroom was opened in Budapest. In 1988 Gyidrgy Haris organised a standalone automobile show. When the Iron

Curtain fellin 1989 an eracame to an end. Merkurwas forced to raise prices.
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In 1990 ::n:ipnrt nsed cars was enabled Between 1989-1995 Merkur wa un:ed to cﬁﬁ"ﬂﬂe pr.qhhnnkfu cheap, old
Western” estern automobile manuofacturers opened their local mﬁmﬂunu‘s, and their dealer networks had to

adhere to mleruahunal itlh:lardn The 1990s and 20005 were a period nf enormous growth.on the Hungarian new car
market with almost all ma]-ur brands being represented on the Hungarian market. Suzuki, which epened a Hungarian
assembly _ﬁ].anl; in 1991 and advertised its cars as , Our cars” enabled tens of thousands of Hungarians to replace their old
Trabants to new Suzukis.
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However development came to a halt recently. Due to the

2008 stock crash the Hungarian new car market collapsed
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Fuel stations

- Internal combustion engines were first powered by lighting gas or anti-lice petrolenm which was available in pharmacies.
| The latter was called benzin in Germany and Hungary, petrol in the United Kingdom and gasoline or gas in North america.

. Thisisstill the most popular fuel today.

As more and more automobiles appeared, grocery stores started selling fuel: from barrels it was poured into cans and from
cans it was poured directly into the fuel tank. It was complicated and dirty. Syilvanus Bowser patended a mechanical pumpin
1885 to ease the handling of kerosene which was used in street lights. He demonstrated a version adapted to carsin 1905, A
hand-operated suction mechanism pumped gasoline directly into the vehicle through a flexible hose, with each pull of the

lever dispensing a preset amount.
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| a mechanical computer. The variator displayed the
amount dispensed with revolving number wheels and
| simultaneously calculated the price, eliminating the

- need for any familiarity with arithmetic by either party to

' the transaction. The Tokheim company made an electric
¢ versionin 1975,

In Hungary the one of the main tasks of the Hungarian
Automobile Club was to provide fuel to motorists. To
that end they made a deal with the Austrian Gerson
Bohm&Rosenthal company in order to set up a national
fuel station network. By 1913 there were 124 places

‘where fuelwasavailable from barrels.




Fuiel stations

During the 2nd World War refineries were heavily damaged. Though recontruction started in 1945, but soon international

companies were ousted. A new, state-owned company, Asvinyolajforgalmi Rt (AFORT) took their place. Its name was
changed to Asvanyolaj Forgalmi Vallalat (AFOR) in 1952,

Inthe 1960s the red AFOR fuel stations were joined by the yellow Shell and Agip fuel stations and from 1972 the first green BP

fuel stations as well. Shell fuel stations, which were operated by Interag has strategically been placed inbiggercities and along
major roads. The Agip and BP networks were operated by AFOR.
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[lnrhtg the 19605, 1970sand 1980s these networks evolved and became more comfortable. Mechanical pumps were rep[a:ed
with electrical pumps. Even the average AFOR fuel stations had roofsand some had shops as well.




(ars and ads
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In Hungary the first ads were translated from
\ French and German. Hungarian-language ﬁLJhHl 11
i brochures were a rarity - a Hungarian

Laurin&Klement brochure survived from the
1910s. In the l?llﬂs Hungarian talents, graphics SPORT. 4
were employed in local ads. And there were g
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Hungarian language brochures and a few even
put together corporate magazines as well.
Additionally cars and motorcycles appeared in
non-automotive ads as symbols of freedom and
mobility.

After the 2nd World War car ads started to
appear in the 1960s: parts and workshops were
advertised along with saving books.
Sweepstakes were held on a regular basis and
holders of such saving books had the chance to
win a car,
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f The social aspects of motor car trade

Atthe beginning ofthe 20th century the first car dealers appeared in Budapest. These people came from different background:

Gyula Reiman, who was the first secretary ofthe Hungarian Automobile Club and became a Renault dealer was abanker; Jozsef
Bardi who had early success with Mercedes was an accountantatMagyar Ruggyantairugyir, a rnbber goods company. Others,
like Kiroly Csermely and Géza Szam were mechanics who became interested in the new form oftransportation.

Official distributors also appeared in the early 1900s: Spitz Arnold, an Austrian dealer set up shop in Budapest and
Laurin&Klementalso opened ashowroomin Budapest.

After the first World War there were a lot of people who tried their hands on dealing with cars, motorcycles and parts. There ',

— —=.

were alotofstrange characters. One ofthem, Hermann Salm had a very conflicting career, He was born in Serbia, but grewupin
Germany. He was probably a British spy during the 1st World War, butitis possible that he was a double agent. After the war he
became avery cruel henchman. Once he retired he became a distributor of the French Bugatti cars in the 1920s.

After the great Depression the Hungarian motor car trade was restructured again. Only bigger, financially sound companies
survived. Nemzetkozi Gépkereskedelmi Rt, a subsidiary of Magyar-Angol Bank distributed General Motors brand, including
Opel. Méray Motorkerékpargyar Rt, which was financed by Magyar Altalanos Hitelbank had a very good business with Adler

cars. Mihaly Majlith, a former mechanic who sold motorcycles in the 1920s was able to transform his business and sold DKW
and BMW carsin the 1930s.
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Motorsport in Hungary

In Hungary the first races were held as part of bicycle races. Motorized tricycles already appeared in 1899 and a year later runs

for four-wheeled automobiles were held in Pécs and Szombathely. As part of the first Budapest International Auto Show a race
was held on the horse race track in 1901. Between 1906-1908 the newly founded Association of Hungarian Motorcyclists
organized trips and touring races. In 1909 a leg of the pan-European touring race, named after Prince Henry of Prussia
attended Hungary. This was the beginning of international motorsport. Between 1912-1914 the Royal Hungarian Automobile
Club organised international touring races.

After the 1st World War racing returned to bicycle tracks. Then the Royal Hungarian Automobile Club organized arace onthe
Svibhegy hill in 1920, which was the begninning of a new era. In 1921 the Automobile Club and the Royal Hungarian Yacht
Club organized a Sporting Week at Lake Balaton, which included an automobile race event. In 1922 touring races returned to
the calendar with routes including Hortobagy-Balaton, Alfold-Alpines etc. Beginning in 1925 a new yearly event, called
Hungarian Tour became the higlight of the season.

Other clubs, both in and outside Budapest joined in from 1926. In 1928 the first road with concrete surface was inangurated
between Tat and Nyergesajfalu where record runs were held until 1933. From 1934 record runs were held near Gyon. In 1936
the first Hungarian Grand Prix was held - the predecessor oftoday's Formula 1 event. This race was attended by the best-known
racers ofthe time. Automobile racing ceased in 1939, but motorcycle eventswere held until 1943.
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In 1909 the touring race,

The finish line of the Svabhegy hill run. The race
which was held between 1920-1930 eventually
became a part of the European hill-climb calendar
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Motorsport, 19451989

After the 2nd World War, the structure of the Hungarian motorsport was radically altered. Motorcycle races became heavily
subsidized. In the period between 1951 and 1954 there were more motorcycles races than during the previons 25 years
altogether. These races had 8217 participants — motorcycle-sport became a popular activity. Autosport on the other hand
barely existed. Smallrace cars were built from leftover parts by afewworkshops.

In August 1959 the newly formed Hungarian TV had alive coverage of the international motorcycle race, which was organised
by the reformed Hungarian Automobile Club.

A year later the Tour d'Europe international automobile touring race crossed Hungary. At the same time the Hungarian
Automobile Club gotin touch with FIA. In June, 1961 an international automobile race was held at the Ferihegy airport. There
were 29 cars from nince countries, including Finnland, GDR, West Germany, France and Austria. A similar race was held in
1962 and then international touring car races were held in two parks in Budapest: Varosliget and Népliget. Touring car races

werelater joined by Formula Juniorand Formula Vraces. Theseraces gained lots ofattention.

The Hungarian Automobile Club together with ADAC and OAMTC hosted the first Miinich-Wien-Budapest Rally in 1963.
This became astaple inthe racing calendar until the late 1970s and became a bpart of the European championship.
From the 1970s rally racing took hold in Hungary: Mihaly Balatoni, Attila Ferjincz, Dezsé Kiss and later Liszlo Ranga and

Janos Toth jr. Were at the forefront.

In 1986 Hungary hosted its first Formula 1 race, which put the countryback on the international racing map.
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Participants came from '
Poland, Yugoslavia and ;(
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Laszlé Szabd, nicknamed ,Kuksi” at the Motorcycle
Grand Prix in 1949. He was an Internationally
recognised racer.

Attila Ferjancz at the wheel of a
Renault-Alpine rally car, around 1972
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